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Get involved in Leys News 


Leys News has had a good year of progress and development. We think 


we've improved the way it looks and feels through incorporating 


more photographs and introducing colour separation on the front 


and back pages. We still have a way to go, but what we want are 
your suggestions, ideas and photographs. We'll also print your 
letters, listen to your stories and tell you about what's going on. 


Next year Leys News will move into a 
new office base at Kingfisher Green in 
Brake Hill if all goes according to 
plan. We're looking forward to the 
time when we'll have a real shopfront 
and be more accessible to everyone. 
At this point we'll be in a better 
position to offer training and 
experience opportunities for people 
who want to get involved. We'll be 
offering the chance to take some 
digital photographs, learn about desk 
top publishing and creative layout 
and design. 


In this issue you'll find a feature 
about the Oxford Blackbirds Football 
Club. By publishing information and 
news about them we hope that more 
people will get involved and go and 
cheer them on. Next issue we'll 
feature another community project, 
please get in touch with us if your 
group has something to say to 
everyone in Blackbird Leys. 


Distributors 


Several people have come forward 
since the last issue. Thanks to all of 
them. We will be in touch as soon as 
there's a chance of some delivery 
work. In the meantime if you want to 
give us your name we'll put you on 
the list for the future, because we 
expect there to be an increased 
amount of leaflet and newsletter 
distribution in the New Year. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Ealing Family Housing Association is 
looking for a Relief Caretaker to 
oversee the community buildings 
during evenings and at weekends 
either full-time or sharing on a week 
on/week off rota. Hours: approx. 10 
per week. Rates of pay: £5.50 /hour 


Contact Tracey on Ox. 712244 or call 
at The Farmhouse for details. 


Training in Design 

Leys News would like to hear from 
anyone interested in learning desk- 
top-publishing skills. This may lead 
to working on forthcoming issues of 
Leys News. All ages considered. May 
Suit sixth-former with interest in 
design/print. Contact Al or Paul at 
the address above. 


Advertising 


We have three rates of charges 
(see below). To design your ad 
for you we will charge an extra 
20% on top of the rate. Please 
talk to us about this. 


Community groups 
(unfunded) 


Full page £80 
Half page £40 
1/4 page £20 
1/8 page £10 
Inserts £45 per 1000 


Non profit making 


groups with funding 
Full page £100 
Half page £50 
1/4 page £25 
1/8 page £12.50 
Inserts £50 per 1000 


Businesses and profit 
making groups 


Full page £200 
Half page £100 
1/4 page £50 
1/8 page £25 
Inserts £100 per 1000 


Deadline 


for the 18th issue 
of Leys News is 


Wednesday 


8th March 
It will be delivered 
in early April. 


Contribute 


By letter through our 
letterbox outside the 
Dovecote or to 
Leys News 
The Dovecote 
Nightingale Avenue 


Blackbird Leys 
Oxford OX4 5BU 
fax 01865 777751 
or email: 
leysnews@hotmail.com 


Sorry we haven't got a website yet 
but within the next year we may 
well have...Any budding web- 
weavers out there? 


Thanks 


...to our hard working Editorial Board 
for all the hard and essential work 
they've put in in the last year. 
Welcome to Kirsty Stevens as a new 
member and a just as welcome return 
to Patsy Spencer who's rejoined us 
recently. 


A big wish for future success to 
Marsha Carty who's been with us for 
several months as a student 
placement from Oxtrain, who will 
officially finish at the end of 
December. Thanks Marsha we've 
enjoyed your contributions and sense 
of humour and look forward to 
continuing your connection with us. 


Special thanks to Joanne Willett for 
all her help since the beginning of 
Leys News. We wish her well in her 
new Job in Reading. 


Finally a chance to wish all our 
readers, contributors and advertisers 
all the best wishes for Christmas and 
New Year, isn't there something 
special about this year? 


Board of Directors 


At our recent AGM in October the 
entire Board of Directors was re 
elected. Thanks to Molly Florey 
(Chair) ,Enid Foster (Treasurer), 
Kathryn Grant, Jasper Smith, Wendy 
Spray and Penny Wood (Secretary) for 
your continued valuable support and 
help over the last year. 


The Editorial 
Committee 


AI Cane (Development Worker), 
Marion Delaney, Cynthia Fine, Molly 
Florey, Enid Foster, Wendy Spray and 
Paul Vernon (design) . We would 
welcome new members. 


Contents | Guest Editorial 


2 Contributions, Welcome to the Christmas edition of Leys News, 
wet your local newsletter. Thanks to all of you who have 
and Advertising been involved in this issue, from the small ads to 


the printers. 
This is the last print of the year, of the 20th century 


3 Contents and 


Editorial in fact, and we hope you have enjoyed Leys News as 
much as we have enjoyed putting it together. Lets hope 
4 NEWS SNIPS that Leys News is just as good, if not better next year, 
and for the 21st century. 
6 ELDER PAGE May we wish all your celebrations go well, and we 
hope you have a great christmas and new year. 
From there to here Merry Chrstmas 


7 Religious notices K Design 


8 YOUTH PAGES 
9 The Blackbirds 
Football Club 


10 Caption Competition k 
and Wordsearch 
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LEYS TRAINING 

13 Cuddesdon Corner 

18 Redevelopement Initiative update 


20 Letters Page 


21 Adventure Playground 
For further information contact Leys News. 
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Community Centre 


At a well attended public 
meeting in October about the 
future of the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, City 
Council officers told concerned 
local residents that the present 
management committee was 
being dissolved at the end of 
November. 

The bar will now be run by a private 
company called Albion to ensure 
better management. 

After some lively discussion local 
residents were invited to come 
forward to consider joining a new 
committee. Many people present did 
so. 
We look forward to seeing new 
developments emerge and a more 
positive role being played by the 
Community Centre in the local 
community. 


Floodline 
0845 988 1188 


Recently the Environment Agency 
launched a Flood Awareness 
campaign. At the centre of the 
campaign is the Floodline 
telephone service. It provides 
summaries of flood warnings in 
force for rivers and coasts 24 
hours a day. There is a facility to 
report serious flooding incidents 
and a hotline to request an 
information pack. 


Irish Stew 


Eileen Clements from 
Spindleberry Close, 
Blackbird Leys recently 
won a competition in the 
Irish Post for the Perfect 
Irish Stew. 


She is pictured below left 
presenting her prize winning stew 
at Expo Ireland in Londen. 


Eileen is well known in Blackbird 
Leys for her cooking for 
pensioners and also her work 
with the Parish Council, her past 
involvement with the Blackbird 
Leys Festival and many other 
community activities. 


Here is her recipe for her 


Irish Stew: 

llb middle neck of mutton 

21b potatoes 

2 large onions 

Salt and pepper 

Cold water 

Chopped parsley 

Prepare meat by wiping 
thoroughly, remove marrow and 
cut into pieces. Cut potatoes and 
onions into rings and alternate 
layers with the meat in a pan, 
finishing with a layer of potatoes. 
Add salt and pepper and 
sufficient water to half cover. 


Bring to boil and simmer gently 
for about 2 hours or until tender. 
Pile the meat, gravy and some of 
the potatoes in the centre of a hot 
dish, placing the rest of the 
potatoes at either end of the dish. 
Sprinkle with a little chopped 
parsley and serve. ENJOY! 


Volunteers 


wanted for the 
Independent Parent 
Supporters Scheme 


Did you know that one in five school 
children are identified as having 
special educational needs at some 
time in their school career? This can 
be a worrying time for parents and 
often a little help from someone who 
understands the system enables 
parents and their children to manage. 


Do you have a few hours to spare 
occasionally? 


Training is offered in: how the 
system for assessing children 
operates in Oxfordshire; what the 
jargon means; what the law says; 
practising negotiating and mediating 
skills; providing practical support 
before and during meetings; the 
parameters of the Independent Parent 
Supporters role. 


Support, consultation and expenses 
will be-provided. 


If you’re interested in becoming 
a parent supporter please ring 
Marian Roiser on 810541 


Play Safe? 


Claire who has lived in Farm 
Close for about 18 months 
contacted us with her concerns 
about safety of some the local 
play facilities in Greater Leys. 


So we went with her and her 


daughter Megan, aged two and a half, 
to Gillians Park where Megan has 
previously bumped her head on the 
rails. She said “It’s great that there 
are areas set aside for play, but I 
wish more thought had gone into the 
safety implications for younger 
children. Megan has banged her head 
a few times and that’s with me being 
close by. It’s not apparent how a 
small child can use this frame.” 
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The Farmstead 


OPENING TIMES FOR HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION TENANTS 


The Farmhouse is open from 9am to 
lpm and from 2pm to 5pm Monday 
to Friday. Ealing Family Housing 
Association staff will not be available 
after 12 noon on the first Wednesday 
of each month. Oxford Citizens 
Housing Association staff will not be 
available until 2pm on the first 
Wednesday of the month. 


If you would like to see your Housing 
Officer PLEASE make an appointment 
wherever possible by phoning: 


OCHA: 714509, 
EFHA: 712244, 


CHERWELL: 722711 or 717210 on 
Wednesdays 2 - 4pm. 


The Farmhouse will be closed for the 
Christmas and New Year holidays 
from lpm on Friday 24th December 
until 9am on Tuesday 4th January. 


The main OCHA office at 244 Barns 
Road will be open for normal housing 
enquiries on Wednesday 29th and 
Thursday 30th December from 10am 
to 3pm. 

Outside these hours in.an emergency 
please ring the main office on. 
773000. 

The main Cherwell office at 
Bullingdon Road will be closed from 
5pm on Thursday 23rd.December, 
until 9am on Tuesday 4th January. 
However a skeleton crew will be 
available to respond to emergencies 
on 722711. 


Post Office 


Plans for a post office on the 
new estate are on hold due to a 
change in policy by Post office 
Counters, which is now asking 
for fees four times higher than 
previously discussed. 

The lack of a post office is a serious 
problem for many residents of the 
new estate, especially those with 
mobility problems. Everyone suffers 
from the long queues at the post 
offices on Balfour Road and 
Blackbird Leys Road. 

If enough people make clear that a 
new post office is needed, we may be 
able to persuade Post Office Counters 
to change their mind. If you like to be 
involved please contact me at the 
Advice Centre on 770206. 


Jacob Sanders 


Outreach Worker, Blackbird 
Leys Advice Centre 


“Pedlar- 


good 
news or the bad news? 


The good news is that Pedlars 
had a marvellous day at the 
Blackbird Leys Fair. The cafe 
served sandwiches, cakes and 
hot and cold 
drinks all day. 
It was 
exhausting 
work but great 
fun. We were 
pleased to have 
so many 
satisfied 
customers. 


Our cafe is now 
open in the Barn, serving 
sandwiches, cakes and drinks. 
Soon we shall be enlarging our 
menu and opening more 
regularly. Already we serve a hot 
meal on Thursdays, which is 
enjoyed by some of the elderly 
members of our community. 
Customers choose the menus at a 
monthly meeting. 

The bad news is that Pedlars had 
its van trashed a few days ago. 
Windows were smashed and the 
steering column bent and other 
damage was done. All this leaves 


Pedlars without the van which it 
badly needs to deliver sandwiches 
and lunches to its customers. The 
delivery service to social services 
and to business customers is the 
core business of Pedlars, and 
needed to ensure its financial 
stability. Pedlars has been making 
and delivering 
sandwiches since 1989. 
Pedlars now has a 
major fund- 

raising task to % 
time with a 
refrigeration unit. 
Special fund-raising 


buy an even 

events are being 

planned: watch 

this space, and 

visit our cafe 

if you can. \ 


better van, this 


SPACE! 
The Leys Residents 
Association is 
7 : 
best Balcony garden in Greater 


Cowley Training 
Centre gets a lift! 


The Cowley Training Centre in 
Oxford is celebrating the 
installation of a new lift providing 
disabled access to its first floor 
computer training suite. The 
Centre is a major provider of 
computer training for individuals, 
businesses and organisations in 
and around Oxford. 


The first floor computer training 
room is used to provide one day 
courses that 
cater for a whole 
range of 
computer users 
from beginners 
wanting to learn 
about the basics 
to specialist 
business users. 


An important 
feature of the 
Centre has always been its 
accessibility since it is located 
just off the ring road with ample 
parking and a regular bus service. 


The new lift now means that all of 
the Centre's facilities can be 
accessed by people with restricted 
mobility and staff are keen to 
hear from disabled users who 
want to develop their IT skills. 
The Centre is a venue for the free 
BBC Webwise course which runs 
for 2 hours on a Wednesday night 
up until mid December. 


For more information contact 
Chris Miles or Jo Sheridan on 
01865 776876. 


Leys Residents 
Association 
WATCH THIS 


introducing a Gardening 
Competition with exciting 
prizes for the best Garden and 


Leys. The competition will take 


place sometime next June so 
keep an eye open for further 
details in the next Issue of 


Leys News in the spring. 
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Are you in either of these photos? 
Do you know someone who is? 


We're looking for the names 
of these young people taken 
outside Jubilee Hall in 
August 1979. 


The other photograph from June 


1968 shows young people in fancy 


dress at The Blackbird Leys 
Festival of that year. Both were 
printed in the Oxford Mail at the 
time. If you know anyone here 
please get in touch with Leys 
News. 

These photos and many others 
will form part of a book “The 
Changing Faces of Blackbird 
Leys" in the ever expanding 
popular series of local history 
books, which is being compiled by 
Carole Newbigging and is 
expected to be published next 
summer. 

Meanwhile Leys News is 
continuing it’s people's-history 
project “From there to here” and 
we're always interested in hearing 
from people who have a story to 
tell about their lives here in, 
Blackbird Leys. Stories; 
photographs and aneedotes are 
all welcome. We intend to work 
the material we receive into an 
exhibition and a publication over 
the coming year and a half, 

From the last issue Les Allen 
contacted us with a photo of the 
mobile shop and a few stories too. 
Thanks for the information Les, 
we'll be contacting you again to 
get more from you. 

We're also looking for volunteers 
to work with us on the project. 
Please contact Al Cane at Leys 
News to find out how. 


Leys Lunch Club 


The club committee has 
recently brought down the age 
limit to 50, in the hope that 
more Blackbird Leys residents 
may be able to attend the 
lunch club. For only £2 
residents can have a nice meal 
and a dessert in addition to 
some kind of entertainment, 
and/or bingo. Thursdays 12 - 
2pm in the Barn or the 
Clockhouse on Nightingale 
Avenue. 


7 


Parish Link Project 


Age Concern 


If you are over 60 and need advice and information about 
pensions, benefits, health, housing, legal issues or safety and 
security the Parish Link Project is,here.to-help you. We have 
access to a whole range of information, fact sheets and booklets 
and a,trained field advisor can visit you at home if necessary. 
Confidentiality is assured! 

Call Daphne Jefferies - the local Parish Link Volunteer evenings 
and weekends on 711960, or in daytime through the Age 
Concern office on 240619. 
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Advertisement 


AN, BAPTIST, METHOLIST, of FORMED CHURCH 


CHURCHOFTAEHOLY:FAMILY 
BLACKBIRD:LEYS 


Greetings to all from Holy Family Church! 
“For a thousand years in thy sight are but as 
yesterday.” Psalm 90, verse 4 


Yet the message of Christmas is that every single one of 
us, in historical time, does matter. So whether you're 
celebrating the millenium or are fed up with the whole 
business, may peace, joy, hope and love be yours. 


This year's candlelight Carol service at Holy Family is on 
Sunday 19th December at 7pm 


There will be Carol singing at Templars Sguare on 
Wednesday 22nd December at 5pm 


Holy Communion on Christmas Eve will begin at 
11.30pm. 


The Christmas Day Family Communion is at 10am 


Our services are open to all, and all are welcome. We try 
to combine informality (remembering the teaching about 
not making a religious ‘show’) with a sense of respect that 
honours people’s differences and reflects the mystery of 
Being which all share. 


Holy Family Church will be open for prayer at midnight on 
New Year’s Eve, and again at midday on New Year’s Day. 
May the new millennium see a real advance in human 
kindness, compassion, and harmony in creation. 


Advertisement 


Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church 
Blackbird Leys 


Christmas Eve - 4pm Crib Service for 
children and parents 
11.30pm Carol Singing 
12 Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day - 10am Mass 
New Year’s Day - 11am Mass 
(Corner of Balfour and Sawpit Roads) 


TO ALL 
IN BLACKBIRD LEYS 
BEST WISHES 
FOR CHRISTMAS 

VD NEW YEAR | 


Autumn 1999 


Advertisement 


Forthcoming events at 


Christian Life 
Centre Church 


49 Oxford Road, Cowley 
opposite Q8 petrol station 


Christmas Concert at CLC Church 
Saturday 11 December 6pm 
All welcome 
Christmas Eve Service at CLC 
Church 10-12 midnight 
New Years Service 
31 December 10pm until late 


We also have a regular Sunday morning 
Service 11-1. All are warmly welcome. 
For more information call Pastor Reid on 
453555. 


Advertisement 


from Elin Pentecostal Church 


Vou are invited to a 


Caro 
Service 


at 


The Barn 


Nightingale Ave. 


Sun. 12th Dec. 


ó p.m. 
Chibdton taking part 
Free refreshments 
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CDI Youth Project Update 


New lick of paint for the Youth Centre. 
A group of young 
people worked 
throughout the recent 
half term to transform 
the youth centre. 
"a They've stylishly 
redecorated ee 
much of the 
inside in the 
colours of their choice. Their efforts have 
created a much lighter and brighter 
centre. Particular thanks are due to 
Cornelius, Nadeka, Omar and Clarke. 


Paintings on display at the 


Ashmolean Museum 

Some of the paintings created by young people 
during the Summer Project are on display outside 

the café in the Ashmolean Museum. Well worth a 

look if you're in Beaumont Street in.town. Entry to 
all parts of the museum is free: 


Strength in Numbers 


OCTOBER 30th it was all quiet in the Leys, — 
An ill wind blowing, a rustling of leaves, 
The streets oh so quiet, noykids to be seen, 
‘Cause they were all at the Youth Centre, 
Getting ready for Halloween!!! 
Some of you readers may have heard of us or even 
know Strength in Numbers, the lone parents group. 
We had a Halloween party for our group and kids 
that live in Blackbird Leys. As you can see from the 
picture we had a wickedly fun time, with mask 
masking, food and music. 


We will be 
holding 
another kids 
party for 
Christmas. 
Look out for 
posters with 
the date and 
time at the 
Youth Centre 
and shops. 


We'd like to 
thank the 

[J Claimants 
Union, 
Blackbird Leys C.D.I. Youth Project; Bloomin’ Arts; 
Groovy Sue, Al Cane and Mr.Elvis for their time and 
support and not forgetting all the parents involved - 
a big thank you! 


If you’d like to know more about Strength in 
Numbers give me a ring on 01865 723750 or 0793 
0147 334, 


Marsha Jackson 


oY Cop 
P CDI 

Dates for your diary | = 

Free Christen vary st Developmen) ee 


the Youth Centre - 17th 
December 1999, 6pm - keep 
an eye out for posters and fliers. 


o Nee Power 2000 


the popular annual week of music 
workshops with big name musicians, will 
be taking place at the Youth Centre during 
the February half term - Monday 21st 
February to Friday 25th February 2000. 
Keep an eye out for details in the New 
Year. 


The Future of the Youth Project 


We've recently submitted a bid to the National 
Lottery Charities Board for a further three years 
funding for the Youth Project. : 


If successful we will be expanding our work by 
employing a full time Community Youth Worker and 
lots of part time youth w 
people across the estate. 
any developments, © 

If you would like more inform 
work of the CDI Youth Project, 
Johnson at Blackbird Leys Yo entre 
01865 396490./ 


Charity No. 1049534 


Don't miss out! Closing date - 5th January 
Winter Groups - Start on the 19th January 


and will run through until the 8th March. 


Do you get bored 
during the long 
Winter evenings? 
Còme along and 
learn basic 
mechanics and 
routine 
maintenance on 
an Off Road 
Buggy. 

Join one of the groups - either Monday or 
Wednesday evenings from 5 pm until 8 pm. 


To get on the course, either phone Chris at TRAX 
on 775115 or our site in Botley on 243077, 


Ring as soon as possible but definitely before the 5th 
January - it will be first come first served!! 
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Beginning this issue we're 
going to feature a local 


community group or 
organisation. To kick 
this off we're 
featuring the 


Oxford 
Blackbirds 


Football Club 


otherwise known as the Blackbirds, 


who have been in existence for many 


years. 


A great example of community 
involvement and support by 


giving young people a chance / 


to play together. 

We sent our photographer 
/reporter along to a match on 
the pitch mext to the tennis 
courts en Cuddesdon Way and 
this is what he came back 
with. 

Blackbirds 8 Faringdon 0 
(Under 11’s) 


The Blackbirds overwhelmed 
Faringdon with a display of 
powerful control and good 
finishing, Jerome Anderson 
scored 6 goals in a,virtuoso 


‘display. They are currently 3rd 


in the league, having won the 
B Line League last year. 

Just to show it doesn’t always 
go their way, the next week 
they lost away to Summertown 
1-2. 


Winter 1 999 [2000 


Other teams currently playing are the under 
13's, the under 10's, under 9's, under 7's 
and under 6's. and there are some girls 
playing in the junior teams too. 
Joshua Sherlock, Jordan Marks 
and George Hickman have all 


been picked to play for the 
County Under 9's Team in a 
competition in Wiltshire at. 
the end of November. 
Congratulations and good 
luck to them all. 
The Blackbirds are flying high, 
but they would like more 
support and are also always 
looking for sponsors to help 
out in all kinds of ways. 
There is a tea and snack stall 
which really helps on a cold 
afternoon standing on the 
touchline. Support your local 
football youth team. 


Come to the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre on Sat 


T StliDectfor ea DISCO! All 
: welcome. 


‘Contact Nigel Medlock 
Chair of the Oxford 


Blackbirds on 453969 
for more information. 
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Caption 
Competition 


Pictured here is PC Bill Pennington, the 
‘Singing Minstrel’, strumming his ukelele at 
the recent Leys Fair to obvious enthusiasm 
from his audience. Send in your suggestions 
for a caption to fit this picture. 


The one we like the best will be 
printed in the next issue and the winner 
will receive a special prize from Leys 
News. 


The Leys Fair attra¢ted several hiindred 
people on a bright sunny day. The Fair 
rides on the Green and the Under 8's 
activities in the Dovecote proved popular. 
Plans are afoot next year to broaden it out 
to include the whole‘of Blackbird Leys and 
to put on a bigger, more ambitious event. 
Oxford City Council are intending to lend 
their support and backing. Watch out for 
further details in upcoming issues of Leys 
News. 


Leys Wordsearch Oxford 


Council 
After finding all the words, what's left? Blackbird Leys 
Greater Leys 
Fry's Hill 
Schools 
Millennium bug 
Parties 
Happy 
New Millennium 
Children 
Gifts 
Loan 
Debt | 
Religion 
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NEW MILLENIUM 
NEW RESOLUTION! eta 


"I've just paid off my last year's Christmas 
loan; £100 it was and I ended up paying 
another £50 in interest! I suppose I'm lucky 
really; it could have been more. Wish I had 
known about the Credit Union." 

The Credit Union makes loans to its members and 
charges £6.50 for every £100 borrowed and paid 
back in the year. 

"My resolution is to join Blackbird Leys Credit Union. When 
I need to borrow, I'll borrow from the Credit Union." 

More and more people in Blackbird Leys are joining BBL 
Credit Union. They see their savings growing and they 
have access to the cheapest loans in existence! For every 
£100 borrowed and paid back over a year, they pay £6.50 
interest. Why use loan companies who can charge so 
much interest? Become a member of BBL Credit Union, 
save a regular amount week by week, see your savings 
grow and, if the need arises, you too can have a loan with 
the low interest rates around. 


Drop by any of the following collection 
points for further details. 


Saturday - 10:30 to 11:30 - Advice Centre - Top 
Shops - 96 Blackbird Leys Road 


Monday - 10:00 to 11:00 - Holy Family Church 
Centre - Cuddesdon Way 

Tuesday - 11:00 to 11:45 - Family Centre - 
Cuddesdon Way 

Wednesday - 12:00 to 1:00 - Dovecote - Nightingale 
Avenue 


Advertisement 


B PAY THROUGH 
`S HE NOSE? 


2 
| MGM INTERST 


LOANS COST 
A FORTUNE! 


HA CERES 


Advertisement 


PARENTS.& CHILDREN 


NEW and EXCITING 
SATURDAY CLUB 


(for children aged 5 to 12 yrs old) 
Starting: SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 


THEN EVERY SATURDAY (term time only) FROM 
DECEMBER 99 UNTIL MARCH 2000 


Where: The Dovecote Centre, 
a 5 Avenue, Blackbird Leys = 


£1 PER CHILD 
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 


Phone Carol on 712299 for more information 


Advertisement 


PERSONAL ~ 
TRAVEL 

ADVISORS 

STOP!!...DON’T BOOK!!... 


Check our prices first 
Superb deals on all your travel needs: 


FLIGHTS 
PACKAGE HOLIDAYS "B 


CAR RENTAL Yá 


HOTELS 
CAR PARKING 
LOW COST INSURANCE 


ABT? 
G1147 


Call now for fast, efficient and professional 
assistance. Compare our prices with Teletext! Late 
availability specialists 
Cail Cindy - your local personal advisor 
Phone 749135 Fax 749136 
Monday - Saturday 9am to 7pm 
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Pegasus Court Redevelopment 
New Tenants Lead the Way 


Ealing Family Housing 
Association's development of 42 
houses and 27 flats on the old 
Pegasus Court site has been 
completed. The Oxford Young 
Builders (who have been working 
on the site over the last year and 
will gain NYQ qualifications) 
moved into the last block of flats 
in mid-November. 


Most of the tenants were nominated to the new 
housing by the City Council back in February, and 
have been taking part in training on Tenant 
Management since then. 

The idea of Tenant Management is that residents get 
more say in running their own homes. The 
Residents Steering Group has already taken the first 
steps in this direction - the Group has been 
commenting on the housing service, advising on the 
format of training sessions, and recently organised a 
Halloween Party for new tenants and their children. 


Advertisement 


pa 


Family and Group{¥ 


Discounts. 


TIGKÉY HOTLINE: 01865 248076 


The plan for the next year is that 
the Steering Group will form a 
Shadow Tenant Management 
Organisation Board (a bit of a 
mouthful!) in the New Year. 


There will then be roughly 
a one-year development 
period, in which the Chair, 
Secretary, Treasurer and 
other members of the new 
Shadow Board will gain 
experience, learn to 
manage a budget, respond 
to reports on housing 
management issues, make 
recommendations and 
receive relevant training. 

Ealing Family and the 

Shadow Board will negotiate a Management 

Agreement, which all tenants will be asked to vote 

on at the end of the process. In a recent training 

session for all residents of the development, most of 
the tenants present were in favour of going ahead 
with this plan. 

There's still a lot of work to be done before a fully- 

fledged Tenant Management Organisation is up and 

running, but there's fun involved too. The kids at 
the Halloween Party certainly seemed to think so! 

This project was funded by the Government’s 

Single Regeneration Budget - SRB2. 


Advertisement 


"Where learning 
comes to life’ 


For enquiries & the new 


prospectus 2000/2001 


01865 269 269 


OPEN COLLEGE DAY Boel 
COG! 


Thurs 70 OLLEGE 


wt FURTHER ERUCATMON 


CUDDESDON CORNER FAMILY CENTRE 


We recently celebrated our 7th 
Birthday. If you haven't been 
before we're on the corner of 
Cuddesdon Way and Sawpit Road 
and we occupy two converted 
houses, which were once police 
houses. 


Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre, as our 
name suggests, is for 
the whole family, 
offering opportunities 
for children and their 
parents together. 
There are many 
different activities on 
offer, both fun and 
free. 


It’s also a place for parents to 
meet other parents who might be 
in a similar situation. A place for 
sharing some of the stress that 
affects everyone with young 
children. Or maybe just a place 
for those who want to come and 
have a chat and a laugh. 


We offer: 


* a friendly atmosphere 
where people can meet, 
make friends and chat over 
a cup of tea 

e cheap hot cooked 
lunches every day 
we're open from 


out - including 
sand, water play, 
bikes, books, 
puzzles and craft 
activities 

* a large family 
meeting area with a 
drinks machine 
We're open from Monday 
to Thursday from 9.30 
til 3. We're free - you 
can come and go as you 


Advertisement 


"Good 
Jood and good 
company.” 


“Somewhere for the kids to go” 


“It gives the kids a chance 
to mix and have fun with 
messy play.” 


There are several groups and 
short courses on offer including a 
very popular creative group on 
Tuesdays - all with a free creche. 
There’s also an after school club 
on Mondays for 5 to 9 year olds 
from 3.15 to 5.45 and 
an offer of free 
transport home 
too. The Peep 
group on 


noon to 12.45 “Somewhere to talk to Mondays 
* play equipment different people and have a rom 9.30 to 
Pe Paot oa coffee.’ 10.30 offers 

help in early 


learning for 
parents and 
carers. 

Look out for 
our Christmas 
celebration on 
Wednesday 15th 
December. Future 
events next year include tabletop 
sales, barbecues (in warmer 
weather) and day trips. 

Come along and find out more 
about us. 


Pete, Val, Marie and Kate. 
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Advertisement 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 
ke 


extended during school holidays 
inder 8's must be accompanied by an adult 


Sunday 11.45-12.45 
2.30 - 3.45 
Monday 5.45 - 6.45 


women only 7-9 
Tuesday Aqua Fit 12-1 


Wednesday 50+12-1 


Thu rsday No Public Swimming 


sail sessions 
pm 
water workout- tuesdays 
50 plus - wednesdays 
ducklings - fridays 


information on 779843 


Friday Ducklings 12 -4 

5.45 - 6.45 
Saturday 11.15 - 12.30 
Private Hire 


Saturdays 1-2, 2.30-3.30 and 4-5 
Sundays 1-2 


Advertisement 


Pantomime 
that comes 
to you ! 


Family Support Group 
Holy Family Church 
Tel: 01865 779584. 


Blackbird Leys Preschool 
Moorbank 
Tel: 01865 747166. 


Shepherds Hill Preschool 
Dovecote Centre 
Nightingale Avenue 
Tel: 01865 779504 


Here are three 
Pre-schoois in 
your area who 
have vacancies 
for 3-5yr olds. 


Blackbird Bonanza 
recent winners: 


Wk No Address & 
16 1017 Windrush Tower 730.60 
17 561 Emperor Garden 722.00 
18 295 Blackbird Leys Rd 731.50 
19 142 Brambling Way 600.00 
74 | Brakehill 133.50 
20 610 Overmead Green 600.00 
234 Sandy Lane 157.50 
21 336 Sandy Lane 600.00 
1033 Windrush Tower 168.00 
22 921 Woodruff Close 600.00 
19 Cleavers Square 174.00 
23 809 Ladenham Road 600.00 
1100 Field Avenue 174.00 
24 1051 Peregrine Road 600.00 
885 Balfour Road 169.00 | 
25 948 Sorrell Road 600.00 
785 Birchfield Close 187.50 


Total prizes £42,000 and rising. 

2nd prize introduced from 1 October, 
to a maximum of £200. 3rd prize will 
be introduced thereafter. Call Carol 
on 453934 for membership details. 
Collectors also required. 


Advertisement 


The Children’s 


7.30pm Saturday 11th December 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
Tickets: Adult £4 (Slicecard £3.50) 
Child £3 (Slicecard £2.50) 
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New deal for 
lone parents? 


From April to September this 
year 105 lone parents have 
decided to return to work and 
are better off with our help. 
New Deal for Lone Parents has been 
running nationally since October 98 
and is available to all lone parents on 
income support. At Oxford Jobcentre 
Ann, Francis, Penny and Janine are 
available to give advice and 
information on training, childcare, 
employment and benefit issues. They 
are also at Family Centres every 
month including at the Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

Contact the New Deal for Lone 
Parents team at the Oxford Jobcentre 
on 445061. 


Advertisement 


new deal 
for lone parents 


BORED, FRUSTRATED, 
WANT TO WORK, WANT TO TRAIN? 


Does this sound familiar to you? 


If so and you are a lone parent on income 
support then come and meet your friendly 
NEW DEAL FOR LONE PARENTS team 


At the Oxford Job Centre. 
Or ring 445061. 
Or contact one of these family centres: 


Cuddesdon Corner 773263 
Donnington Doorstep 727721 
Rosehill 776330 

Florence Park 777286 
Barton Open Door 751560 


Advertisement 


Do you need a creche? 


meetings 
conferences 
training 
events 
courses 

or parties 


for a flexible, 
mobile, reliable, 
and efficient service 


Reg. Ce, Me: 3791534 


We're also looking 
r new creche workers. 
Call to find out more 


contact Teresa Fieldwick on 396691 or 0799 0947028 


ith an exciting new menu 
nd views of all the action 


sit back, relax and enjoy | 
a night with a difference' 


valid until the end o 
not to be used inc 
with any other offe 


for reservations Call l 
718222 ext 204 


“RACING EVERY TUESDAY, 
J POORSSOPEN at 6pm 


Winter 1 ( Winter 1999/2000 | ( Winter 1999/2000 | 


4 


Di ave a number 


PART TIME 


assistants 
an advantage 
ut not essential 
ag raining is given § 
go ood rates of pay “™ forms prided ; jl 


RS work toy more information, 
/ 8222 m on ji 
778222 ext v 


THURSDAY tr SATURDAY 
FIRST RACE at.Z.30pm 
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Blackbird Leys Community 
Development Initiative 


What are we up to? 
December 1999 
Who are the Under Eights & Families Team? 


We are part of the Blackbird Leys Community 
Development Initiative, and it's our job to work 
with local people to support existing Under 8's & 
Families services and to help develop new ones. 
Our aim is to work from the ground up, so if 
you've got an idea or need help then give us a 
ring on 717701. 


Here to help are: 

Carol Baxter (Dovecote Centre Development) 
Helen Lee (Pre-school Committee Support) 
Maria O’Reilly (Outreach, Cuddesdon Corner) 
Gillian Warland (Outreach) 

Jenny O’Loughlin (Administrator) 


Training 

As part of the European Social Fund (ESF), we have funds 
available to help local people develop skills and 
confidence. If volunteers or staff need training we are able 
to pay towards course fees and childcare costs. 


Since the summer we have helped the Pre-schools with 
one day training and paid for a member of staff to go on a 
DPP course (Diploma in Pre-school Practice) 


Situation vacant 


Under Eights project Clerical Assistant 


14 hours per week - Monday to Thursdays 1 to 4pm and 
Fridays 9.30 to 11.30am. Rate of pay £10,000 pro rata. 
Temporary contract until end of April 2000. Could 
continue subject to further funding. Details and a job 
description from Jenny on 717701 or call into the 
Pathway Office. : 


Would you like to work for us on a casual 
basis? 


We often need help on a casual basis e.g. clerical work, 
photocopying answering the telephone. If you feel you 
would like to become a casual worker and be paid between 
£4.00 and £6.00 per hour please give Jenny a ring on 
717701 or come to the Pathway Office for a coffee and 
chat. If you've never done anything like this before we 
don't mind, this could be your chance to the road of 
permanent employment. 


You can now contact us on e-mail: 
u8p@bblcdi99.freeserve.co.uk 


Resource Library 


This is housed in the Pathway Office and holds 
information for local organisations and groups to come 
and look at. We have a wide range of ACAS books, along 
with reference and children’s books, we even have a clown 
costume you can borrow for your event! 


Winter 1999/2000 


Development Initiative 


le 


NATA PORE 


Carol Baxter ayn a 
Dovecote Office di A 


Telephone: - 712299 


Have you been to the Drop in Creche? Mondays 9.30 
-12.30, three hours of peace and quiet for the sum 
of £1.50, go on give it a go, its a chance to do the 
Christmas shopping. 

The After School Club and Holiday playscheme have 
just been given some money under the New 
Opportunities Scheme. They hope to run a Saturday 
Club in the winter months, so watch for the 
advertisements! They are always looking for 
volunteers to help in the playschemes and on the 
committee, give Carol a ring for some more 
information. Eleven local people were employed in 
the summer to help run the summer playscheme 
and over 120 children attended. 


Advertisement 


treative solutions to k 


e Are you interested in your local 
community? 


e Would you like to gain free 
business management skills or 
qualifications? 


OCDA are running FREE accredited 
community business management 
training in Blackbird Leys starting in 
January 2000 


For further details or to book your 
place please contact Joanne Willett 
on 396043 


Funded by the Single Regeneration Budget 


Leys News 17 Winter 1999/2000 


Helen Lee 
Pathway Office 


Telephone: - 717701 


The Blackbird Leys Pre-school Partnership are one 
of the partners in the latest SRB5 round bid as well 
as being one of our partners in ESF funding too. We 
help the three pre-schools on Blackbird Leys 
financially and with general support, whatever that 
might be! The Partnerships aim is to work towards 
ensuring the availability of good quality, low cost 
childcare on Blackbird Leys. 

The Pre-school survey conducted earlier this year is 
now typed up and finished, if you would like a copy 
then please give Helen a ring. 


Gillian Warland 
Pathway Office 
Telephone : - 717701 


Gillian is now only part-time (10 hours per week), 
and is concentrating on the Training aspect of her 
work. There is a new City and Guilds sessional 
creche course starting in January 2000 and she 
would be happy to hear from you if you would like 
to enrol. Last year’s candidates all passed and have 
moved onto other things. The Oxford Mobile Creche 
holds most of these candidates on their records. 
They are now a registered community business 
employing local women to run creches in and 
around Oxford. 
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every Monday ivternvtime 9.30 - 12.30 


Maria O'Reilly 

Cuddesdon Corner 

Telephone: - 773263 or Mobile 
07714301876 


Maria outreaches the particularly vulnerable people 
on Blackbird Leys, visiting them on a regular basis, 
trying to encourage them to come along to the family 
centre or to meet people in similar positions as 
themselves. If you know anybody who would like 
Maria to come and visit for a confidential chat, then 
please give her a ring, she’d loved to hear from you 
or go and see her for a coffee at Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre. 


Jenny O'Loughlin 
Pathway Office 


Telephone: - 717701 


Always here to help and if she can’t help you then 
she'll know somebody who can! Jenny currently 
runs Sage Payroll for three local community 
organisations and businesses. If you would like to 
make use of this service, at a small cost, run to any 
date in the month, weekly, fortnightly, monthly, 
please give her a ring to discuss the service further, 
just think no more tax tables! 

This is just a snippet of what we do, if you would like any 
further information about the Under Eights & Families 
Project or would like to come and visit us, then please give 
us a ring on 717701, remember we're spending your 
money! 


all children welcome 
no booking necessary 
first come first served 


contact Teresa on 0799 094 7028 for more information 
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Letters 


Leys News Ltd 
The Dovecote 
Nightingale Avenue 
Blackbird Leys 

OX4 5BU. 


Millenial Resolution 


As a resident of Blackbird Leys 
for the past 40 years I would 
like to offer up a suggestion to 
mark the end of this century. 


A campaign for all residents 
of the estate old and young. A 
campaign to promote our estate of 
Blackbird Leys, for people to be 
proud of our estate. We all moan 
when the media both locally and 
nationally lambast Blackbird 
Leys. It’s about time we all stood 
up to the unfair criticism that is 
often levelled at us. When people 
ask where I live I'm proud to say 
Blackbird Leys. 


Stop reducing the streets to 
garbage areas. Take letters to the 
proper places. Report abandoned 
and dumped cars. Pester council 
departments when you have a 
problem. Don’t stand for negative 
answers. Call Bob Block the City 
Council’s Chief Executive. 


Finally take an interest in 
your surroundings and don’t let 
the place become a slum. 

Yours sincerely, 

Brian Lester 


Thanks for your letter Mr Lester, 
anyone else want to contribute 
with ideas? 


Whose side 
are they on? 


The housing associations based 
on Greater Leys would like to 
make it absolutely clear that they 
are on the side of all residents 
who respect their neighbours’ 
right to the peaceful and quiet 
enjoyment of their homes. They 
challenge those involved with Leys 
Independent, distributed recently 
to homes on Greater Leys, to join 
with them constructively to make 
Blackbird Leys a good place to 
live. 


m ee 


What I want to see in the 
year 2000 in Blackbird Leys 


I would like to see more local 
shops and pubs. More activities 
for disabled and able bodied 
people. More jobs for local people 
including shop work, 
neighbourhood work, cleaning 
jobs and clothes designers. I 
would like to see the bad 
reputation of Blackbird Leys to 
disappear. 

I would like to see the parks 
clean of drugs and safe for 
children to play. I don't want to 
see any more violence and crime. 
I hope they don't stop the buses 
in Blackbird Leys at night 
because I can't afford taxis. 


Marsha Carty 


& fun activities 


at Blackbird 
Leys Library 


Tues 21“ Dec Ham ~ noon 


Get your free tickets in 
advance from the Library 


BCE LTD.... A year on 


On October 5th 1999 Blackbird 
Leys Community Enterprise Ltd 
celebrated it's first Year in 
business. 


A lot of hard work and 
commitment has been put in for BCE 
to succeed as a company. I would 
like to thank Joanne Willett OCDA, 
Jenny O'Loughlin, Rebecca Radford 
and Elizabeth Walker, and all the 
staff of BCE, Norma Coleman-Smith, 
Tracy Mitchell and David Truesdale 
from Ealing Family Housing 
Association, Paul Galley and Phil 
Hardy from Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association, the CDI, Northcote 
Housing, Cherwell Housing, Dave 
Bird, Nathan Knight, and Leys News 
for their continuing commitment and 
support. I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone involved 
with BCE Ltd a very, merry 
Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 


Paul Axtell 


Your Swimming 


Pool needs you! 


Blackbird Leys Pool is the 
warmest and cosiest 
public swimming pool in 
the Oxford area. 


Sessions are open to the 
public. This pool is the 
only one serving an estate 
with a population of some 
14,000 so please support 
it. 

It may well be that, unlike the 
Dutch and Germans, we do not 
regard swimming as an important 
leisure and health activity...but it 
may also be that there's too little 
publicity about the facilities at the 
Pool. Although most of the weekday 
daytime hours and Saturday 
afternoons are allocated during term 
time to schools or private hire, there 
are public swims at weekends 
available from Mondays to Fridays 
from 5.45 to 6.45pm and a women 
only session on Mondays from 7 to 9 
in the evening. But there are more 
times open to the public during 
holidays. 

Sadly, many people, especially 
the more elderly and single parents, 
are not keen to venture out after 
dark. You might think that a few 
more people would want to take 
advantage of the sessions during the 
12 to 1pm slot such as the Aqua Fit 
Water Workout on Tuesdays, 50+ on 
Wednesdays and Ducklings on 
Fridays. Yet with only 4 to 7 turning 
out for Aquafit regularly, the session 
was recently closed by the Coynen in 
mid-October on financial grounds. 
This was a particularly unpleasant 
shock for those with orthopaedic 
problems who had been getting great 
benefit from the relatively gentle form 
of aerobics performed to music, 
under a popular instructor. The 
members of this and other specialised 
groups also have an opportunity to 
socialise and make new friends which 
does not occur at the larger public 
pools. 

Aquafit, with the support of two 
Blackbird Leys councillors, has now 
been granted a temporary reprieve, so 
if you think you might enjoy taking 
part, you can obtain further 
information on Oxford 779843 or by 
picking up a leaflet at the pool itself. 
Use it or lose it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jack Rover 
(local resident and pool user) 


See page 17 for Swimming Pool times. 


j 
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Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground 
(£1 per day per child or 50p per session) 


Christmas Playscheme 
Monday 20 - Friday 24 
December 10 - 3 
each day except 
Friday when we 
close at 12. A À 
Trip to Sleepin, iyi ; 

Beauty at ie : i ‘Coddesdon ‘Way. Oxpod oxi STH. ta: psů > POP 
Playhouse on Monday 

for 7 and up. 

The After School Club begins 
again in early 


LO LEYS ASE rps 


Volunteers 
..are always wanted to help out at 
BLAP and parents to get involved in 
our management committee. We're 


January also looking for a ceramic 

¢ square sink for our darkroom 
Malf itorm Please call BLAP on 747704 for 
Playscheme 


any more information. 


21 - 25th February 


The Dreaded "M" Word 


Are you fed up with hearing the dreaded "M" 
word? - Yes, "Millennium". 


How can you make it really mean something to you? Most of us 
are used to making New Year's resolutions - some of which we 
stick to, some we don't. How about using the Millennium to really 
make a fresh start? 


Regular readers of Leys News will 
know that Oxford Community 
Mediation helps people to sort out 
all types of disputes. To do this, it 
is important to try to move away 
from past difficulties and 
concentrate on what's important 
for the future. 

As well as partying and 
celebrating, why not take some 
time to think about what's really 
important to you? Ideas might 
include patching things up with 
someone you've fallen out with, 
making a fresh start with a 
neighbour or getting back in 
touch with that long lost friend. 
There may be loads of other 
possibilities. Despite all the hype, 
the new Millennium is a pretty 
special occasion and an ideal time 
to think about what we can do to 
really start afresh and make 
things better for ourselves. 


Of course, not forgetting to have a 
good time as well. E EREE 


If you want to find out more 
about Oxford Community 
Mediation or would like help in 
carrying out any of the above 
ideas, then please ring Rowen on 
Ox: 742439. 


REMEMBER: 
Rowen is available for any 
help or advice about 
mediation or dealing with 
disputes every Wednesday 
afternoon (2 - 4) at Holy 
Family Church Centre, 
Cuddesdon Way. 


EEH tameme, č 
CATALOGUE. 


TOUCHWOODS 


426 ABINGDON ROAD OXFORD 01865 246651 


News from the 
Blackbird Leys 


Advice Centre 


New Advice Sessions: 
Justice for all! 


Specialist advice on 
Employment and 
Discrimination on 
Wednesdays from 10 to 
12.30 at the Advice Centre 
given by Anis Ghanti 
(employment) from the 
Oxfordshire Racial Eguality 
Council and Dee Singh 
(racial harassment). This is a 
drop in session. 

Jacob Sanders, the Advice 
Centre's new outreach worker will 
be offering general advice at the 
following places: 

The Farmhouse Tuesdays 10.30- 
12.30 (drop in) 

The Clockhouse Thursdays 2- 
5pm (by appointment) 

The Dovecote Fridays 10 - 
12noon (by appointment) 

There are also advice sessions at 
Jubilee Hall held weekly. For an 
appointment or more information 
phone 770206. 

The Advice Centre is now open 
on: Mon 10-1 drop in; Tue 10-5 
(closed 1-2); Wed 9-5 (closed 1-2); 
Thu 9-5 (closed 1-2); Fri 10-1 
drop in. 


Advertisement 


CAMPING & — LIFE SUPERSTORE 


FRAME TENTS 
DOME & RIDGE 
TENTS 


CARAVAN AWNINGS 


CAMPING & CARAVAN 
ACCESSORIES 


OUTDOOR 
ACTIVE 


SLEEP BACS, ROLSALS 
WALKING BOOTS, OUTRIR 
AGTRING & EQUIPMENT 


EASY TO FIND 


: ai Ps rve 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS HEALTH CENTRE 


Christmas and New Year Holiday arrangements 


The Doctors and Staff at the Health Centre wish all local 
residents a very happy and, above all, healthy Millennium 


holiday. 


Our opening arrangements are as follows: 


Fri 24th Christmas Eve 
Sat 25th Christmas Day 
Sun 26th Boxing Day 

Mon 27th Bank Holiday 
Tue 28th Bank Holiday 
Wed 29th Normal work day 
Thu 30th Normal work day 
Fri 31st Bank Holiday 


Closed 
Closed 
Closed 


Closed 


Sat 1st Jan New Year's Day Closed 


Sun 2nd Bank Holiday 
Mon 3rd Bank Holiday 
Tue 4th Normal work day 


Wed 5th Normal work day 


Closed 


Close at 3pm 


Open Surgery 8.30-12 urgent cases only 
Open surgery for whole morning. 
Arrive before 12 noon to be seen 


Open Surgery 8.30-12 urgent cases only 
Open surgery for whole morning. 


Arrive before 12 noon to be seen 


Back to normal with Open Surgery till 10 


Cityline buses over Christmas 
and New Year : 24th Dec to 4th Jan 


Date 


Fri 24th 


Sat 25th 
Sun 26th 
Mon 27th 
Bank Holiday 
Tue 28th 
Bank Holiday 
Wed 29th 
Thu 30th 
Fri 31st 


Sat Ist Jan 
Sun 2nd 


Mon 3rd 


Tue 4th 


Cityline 51/A 
City Centre 

to Greater:Leys 
Normal service 

No service 

No service 
Saturday service 
Saturday service 
Saturday service 
Saturday service 


No service 


No service 
No service 


Saturday service 


Normal service 


Cityline 52 
Rail Station 

to City Centre & © 
Blackbird Leys 


Normal service 
- last buses 7pm 
No service 
No service 
Enhanced Sunday 
service 
Enhanced Sunday 
service 
Saturday service 
Saturday service 
Sunday service 
- last buses 5pm 
No service 
From 9am 
- Sunday service 
Enhanced Sunday 
service 
Normal service 


Leaflets detailing bus tinetables are available on buses during December. 


Out of Hours 


When the Surgery is closed please 
contact our answering machine 
on 778244 for the number of the 
duty doctor. 

Blood Clinic 


For those who have regular blood 
tests please note that in 
Christmas Week the clinic will be 
on Wednesday 29th December, 
not Thursday 30th December. 


We ask all patients to 
appreciate that this is likely to 
be a very busy period for the 
entire NHS and to only seek 
medical help for things which 
cannot wait until after the 
holidays. 


Blackbird Leys 
Library 


will be closed from 5pm on 
Thursday 23rd December and 
will reopen again at 9.30am on 
Tuesday 4th January. 


Opening times for 


Leisure Centre 


& Peers Sports 
Centre 


Leisure 
Date Centre 


Fri 24th 8-4 9-4 
Sat 25th Closed Closed 
Sun 26th Closed Closed 
Mon 27th 10-4 9-4 
Tue: 28th ł0 -4 9:4 
Wed 29th” 10 : 4 9-4 
Thu 30th 10-4 9-4 
Fri 3lst Closed Closed 
Sat Ist Closed Closed 
Sun 2nd Closed Closed 
Mon 3rd | Closed Closed 


Both centres will re-open 
on Tuesday 4th January 
2000. 

Blackbird Leys Pool will close 
at 12 noon on Friday 24th 
December. 

A very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all our 
customers. 
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Useful 
Numbers 


General 


Abandoned vehicles. These are a 
danger to our children. Telephone 
Environmental Health 252818. 
Street lighting. Faulty lights please 
telephone freephone 0800 317802 
and report the number on the lamp. 
Dog nuisance. Telephone 252914 
and tell the dog warden about the 
animals. Out of hours 240924. 
Pollution. Have you seen pollution in 
our streams and rivers? Call the 
Environment Agency on (0800) 
807060. 

Junk mail. If you wish to limit the 
receipt of unsolicited mail, write to 
the mailing preference service, 
FREEPOST 22 London WIE (no 
stamp reguired). They will send you 
a form on which to reguest their 
member organisations not to send 
you unsolicited mail. IT IS FREE and 
IT WORKS. 

Garden Refuse. The City Council will 
provide green waste sacks at 50p 
each, and collect up to two sacks per 
week. Tel. 725912 . 

Pavement hazards and crumbling 
roads. Loose slabs, broken kerb 
stones, blocked read drains, gravel 
and silt after floods? Tel. 747390. 
Noise. Call 252556. 


Pest control. Call the Bug Busters at 
Environmental Health on 252384. 


Bulk Rubbish Collection. Don't fall 
over it! Call 725912. 


Oxford Community Mediation: For 
help in sorting disputes - neighbours, 
friends, family,:work, groups,.etc.. Tel: 
742439. 


Blackbird Leys Parish Council: 
712620 


Cuddesdon Family Centre: 
773263 


Adventure Playground: 747704 
Leisure Centre: 771565 
Peers Sport Centre: 779348 
Doctors Surgery: 778244 
Advice Centre: 770206 
Youth Centre: 772886 
Dovecote Centre: 712299 
Swimming Pool: 779843 
B.B Leys Library: 770403 
Health Visitors: 715689 
Syringes /needles: 249811 


Housing 


City Council Local Housing Offices 
Blackbird Leys 3 Cuddesdon Way, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 5JH. Tel: 
718811. Open all day Monday to 
Thursday 9am until 5pm. Friday 
9am until 4.30pm. Out of hours 
emergency service for Oxford City 
Council Tenants. Blackbird Leys 
Tenants Forum, 2nd Monday of each 
month at the Housing Office as 
above. Closed: Dec 25th - Jan 3rd. 


Cherwell Housing Trust : (Graham 
Byrne) 722711. 

Ealing Family Housing Association 
(Elaine Partridge/Rhiannon Jones): 
712244 or fax 712121. 

Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association (Phil Hardy & Linda 
Watson). Blackbird Leys Office: 
714509 or fax 717404. For repairs 
and Head Office: 773000. 

Northcote Housing Association: Tel: 
Oxford 712244. 

Leys Residents Association. Make 
sure your voice is heard. To 
positively contribute to improvements 
to the new part of Blackbird Leys 
Contact the association at: The 
Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, 
Blackbird Leys. Tel: 770951. 

Oxford Housing Rights Centre: 
Free,.independent.and ‘confidential 
housing advice. Tel: 247853. 


Police 


Community Beat Officers: PC 4350 
Steve Fredericks, PC 4491 Martin 
Biddell, PC Paul Saunders, PC 2424 
Bill Pennington and WPC Debbie 
Woodward: Oxford 335136/8. This is 
an answerphone that may not get 
checked for 48 hours. Use this 
number for passing info to 
community beat officers or requests 
for them to contact you on a non- 
urgent basis. 


Customer Services: This is answered 
in person 90% of the time. Use this 
number for reporting incidents that 
do not need police attendance, eg: 
theft of cycles, minor damage etc., 
with no witnesses. Call Oxford 
266333. 


Oxford Control Room: This number 
will be answered bythe switchboard - 
please ask for Oxford Control Room. 
To report crime or an incident that 
DOES require police attendance. Call 
Oxford 266000. 

Cowley Police Station: 749909. 
Family Protection Unit: on 335200. 
Crime Stoppers: Freephone 0800 
555111. For confidential information 
for Community Police Officers. 

Police Emergency: Just call 999. For 
threats to life or crime that is taking 
place as you see it, eg: an assault or 
burglary that is taking place. 


Councillors 
Surgeries 


11 - 12 EVERY SATURDAY IN 
THE BLACKBIRD LEYS 


COMMUNITY CENTRE 
18th Dec - David Elwell 


25th Dec till 1st Jan - No 
Surgeries 


8th Jan - Tony Stockford 
15th Jan - Val Smith 
22nd Jan - David Elwell 
29th Jan - Tony Stockford 
5th Feb - Val Smith 

12th Feb - David Elwell 
19th Feb - Tony Stockford 
26th Feb - Val Smith 

4th Mar - David Elwell 
11th Mar - Tony Stockford 
18th Mar - Val Smith 
25th Mar - David Elwell 


Where possible we do try and 
stick to the Councillors listed - 
but obviously this can change due 
to holidays, sickness, mayoral 
duties etc. 

David Elwell, 57 Western Road, 
Oxford - tel: 724685. 

Val Smith, 4 Flaxfield Road, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford - tel: 
FT2803. 

Tony Stockford, 8 Pegasus Road, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford - tel: 
779795. 


Andrew Smith MP 
Surgeries 


17th Dec 6pm Rose Hill 
Community Centre 
7th Jan 4pm Princes Street 


21st Jan 4pm Cowley Community 
Centre & 6pm Rose Hill 
Community Centre 


4th Feb 4pm Princes Street 
Advice Centre & 6pm Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre 


18th Feb 6pm Rose Hill 
Community Centre 


3rd Mar 4pm Princes Street 
17th Mar 4pm Cowley 
Community Centre & 6pm Rose 
Hill Community Centre 

For an appointment 


ring Oxford 772893. 
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Weekly Events 


Monday Tuesday 


Drop in Creche 9.30 - 12.30 Cedars Club 9-4 The Clockhouse 
£1.50 per child The Dovecote Career guidance 9-1 CFE 
Term time only library 


Credit Union 10— 11 Credit Union 11 — 


Holy Family Church The 11.45 Cuddesdon 
After School Club deadline for Corner Family 
3.15 - 4.45 5-12 the next spring Centre 
years 50p After School Club 
Dovecote issue of Leys News is 3.15-4.45 50p 
Wednesday The Dovecote 
After School Club 
ath March 3-5.15 50p 
Blackbird Leys 
2000. Adventure 
If you would Playground 


Karate 6-7pm The Barn 
Self defence 8-9pm The Barn 


AA drop in 7.45-9.45pm The 
Dovecote 


like to see your 
event listed here 
please let us know. 


Advertisement 


special ap| 
by the beal 
in the red 


rock'n roll soul ska reggae latin more: 


aturdaygllth 


_ proceeds výjibenefit the Barn Youth Club 


Forthcoming Local Events 


Sat 11th Dec: 5- 11 Farmstead Management Group 
Christmas Party The Barn. 
Aladdin at the Leisure Centre. 


Sat 11th Dec: 
Sun 12th Dec: 6pm Carol Service at the Barn. 
Thu 21st Dec: Story Telling at the Library. 
Thu 10th Feb: 1-8pm CFE Open Day. 


Wednesdays 

Cedars Club 9-4 The Clockhouse 
Credit Union 12 — 1 The Dovecote 
New Ol'Leys lunchclub 12-2 the 
Dovecote 

After School Club 3.15 ñ 4.45 5- 
12 years 50p Dovecote 
Gymnastics 4-6 Leisure Centre 
GCSE support for black and 
mixed race young people 
Information from Dolcie African 
Caribbean Youth Worker on 
772886 


Youth Club 7.30-9.30 at the Barn 


Thursday 

Career guidance 9-1 CFE library 
Body Blitz fitness 10-11 Leisure 
Centre 

Carer and Toddler group 10-11.30 
Dovecote Centre 

Lunch Club 12-2 the Barn 

After School Club 3.15-4.45 50p 
The Dovecote 


After School Club 3-5.15 50p 
Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground 


Weight Watchers 6.45 ñ 8.15 The 
Barn 


Friday 


After School Club 3-5.15 50p 
Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground 


Self Defence 6-9 (2 age groups) 
The Barn 


Bingo 7-9.30 The Clockhouse 


Girl Guides 7-9pm, Holy Family 
Church 


Saturday 

Karate Club 10-11 5-12 years The 
Barn 

Credit Union 10.30 — 11.30 Advice 
Centre Blackbird Leys Road 


Councillors Surgeries 11-12 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre 


Sunday 


Redeemed Evangelical Church 10- 
1 the Barn 


Elim Church 5.30-8.30pm The 
Barn 


featuring many free, local 


From this issue you could go on and train 
to become a 

CRECHE WORKER 

or perhaps a : 
LIFESAVER through St John’s Ambulance 
or you could 

GET WEBWISE at Cowley Training Centre 
or even 

CHANGE DIRECTION at Ruskin College 
or maybe get into 

WOODWORKING, PAINTING AND 
DECORATING OR MULTISKILLS 

at the Women’s Training Scheme 

or even 

CATCH A CUSTOMER with the OCDA 
and there’s more too.... 


These local, mostly free, training opportunities 
are showcased in this issue of Leys Training. 
Brought to you by the CDI Under 8’s Project in 
Blackbird Leys. We’re based at the Pathway 
Building, Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys, 

Oxford OX4 5EX phone 717701 

e mail u8p@bbledi99. freeserve.co.uk 
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Customer 
Care 
Skills Training Course 
Finatoatch 
your cust omen 


creative solutions to local needs 


SHOP FLOOR 
TELEPHONES 
COMPUTERS & 
MUCH MORE 


Oxfordshire Construction Skills Centre 
Korspath Industrial Estate 


assistance with childcare and travel are 
available - this course is free 
phone Judith on Basi 
asic 
396261 for 
Service 


further details 


SESSIONAL CRECHE WORK 


The course is composed of 6 units of competence 
Care for the physical needs of babies and children in a creche 


First Aid and Medical emergencies 
Plan a creche 

Timetable creche activities 

Run a creche 

Use play skills 


This 60 hour course will be run at the 


Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
on Wednesday mornings from 
9.30am to 12.30pm 


Beginning on Wednesday January 12m 
Finishing on Wednesday June 21s 


Excluding Easter holidays and half term 
Creche available 


Further information available from 
Michele Kershaw on 01235 541033 
or Gill Warland on 717701 


A 
Contact numbers of local training providers 
lease call them directly to find out more 
Abingdon College 01235 555585 


Able Open Learning Centre 776334 
Adult Basic Skills Unit 778827 
Blackbird Leys Advice Centre 770206 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 771565 
Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground 747704 
Bloomin Arts 245735 
Citizens Advice Bureau St Aldates 247578 
CDI Youth Project 396490 
Chinese Community & Advice Centre 204188 
Community Ed Engish for speakers of other languages) 728688 
Cowley Community Education 727148 
Cowley Training Centre 776876 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre 243447 
Dialability Help Line 791818 
East & South Oxford Community Education 712094 
Ethnic Minority Business Service 794431 
Headington Area Community Education 768359 
Littlemore Community Education 712094 
Leaming Link - Heart of England TEC 200466 
New Start Adult Guidance 798081 
OCDA 772822 
Open University 328034 
Oxford Benefits Agency 443333 
Oxford Brookes University 741111 
Oxford Careers Centre | 790716 
Oxford Workers & Ciaimants Union 723750 
Ox College of Further Ed (Open Leaming) 250103 


Oxford College of Further Education 24587 1/748880 


Oxford Film & Video Makers 741682 
Oxford Job Centre 445000 
Ox County Council Student Grants Section 815433 
Oxfordshire Play Association 880900 
Oxford Womens Training Scheme 741317 
The PARASOL Project 742816 
Pathway Project 714111 

PEEP 395145 
PEEP Learning Bridge 749692 
Plater College 741676 
Pre School Learning Alliance 245154 
Restore 790193 
Ruskin College Learning Project 554331 

Save the Children 792662 
Thames Business Advice Centre 249279 
TRAX 243077 
Univ of Oxford Dept for Continuing Education 270312 
WEA (general enquiries) 246270 
WEA (local activities) 361841. 
Women's Institute (Denman College) 391991 


Westminster College (Dept Contin. Ed) 247644 


Lifesaver 
First Aid 
Course 

an 8 hour 


course 
starts on 


Tuesday 
February 29th 


7-9pm 
at the Clockhouse 
Blackbird Leys 


subjects covered include.. 
managing an incident 
examining casualties 
prioritising casualties 
epilepsy 

unconsciousness 
resuscitation 

treatment of shock 

control of external bleeding 
This course has been devised to meet 
especially the needs of the general 
public and is not a qualification for First 
Aid at work purposes. 

Successful trainees will receive a 
Lifesaver certificate of competence. 


Cost 
Free for representatives of 
voluntary organisations 


Free for people claiming benefit 
Otherwise £35 
Please call Jenny at the CDI Under 
8's project on 717701 to book your 
place or to find out more.. 
ed bY Co, 
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